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as a lecturer and writer, he founded his
magazine Knowledge in 1881, in which year
he settled in the States. He died at New
York.

PRODICUS (fl. 5th cent. B.C.), born at lulis
in Ceos, a Greek sophist of the time ^of
Socrates, was author of the story,' The Choice
of Hercules '.

PROKOFIEV, Serge Sergeievitch, pro-kof'yef
(1891-1955), Russian composer, was born at
Sontsovka, Ukraine. Taught the piano by
his mother, he began to compose at five and
had started his first opera at the age of nine.
He studied at the St Petersburg Conservatory
under Rimsky-Korsakov and Liadov, com-
posing prolificacy and winning a reputation
as a virtuoso pianist. During the first World
War Prokofiev lived in London, and at its
close he moved to the United States until in
1934 he returned to Russia. Induced to do
so by the Soviet Government, he simplified
his style, producing a large number of occa-
sional works for official celebrations in
addition to his later Symphonies and popular
pieces like Peter and the Wolf. His works
range from the glittering romanticism of
his early days to the mellow lyricism of his
second Russian period, and in all spheres
from opera to film music he was a consuni-
mate artist combining acute imagination with
a precise technique. See Autobiography (1960).

PROKOP.   See PROCOP.

PROKOPOVICH, Feofan, -po'- (1681-1736),
Russian prelate, educated at Kiev Orthodox
Academy, where in 1711 he was appointed
rector, and Rome. In St Petersburg in 1716
his sermons and theories for church reforms
brought him to the notice of Peter the Great,
who made him his adviser, bishop of Pskov
and in 1724 archbishop of Novgorod. He
was responsible for setting up a Holy Synod
instead of the existing patriarchate whereby
the respective powers of church and state
were established.

PROPERTIES, Sextus (c. 48-c. 15 B.C.), the
most impassioned of the Roman elegiac poets,
was born probably at Asisium (the modern
Assisi). He had a portion of his patrimony
confiscated after Philippi by the Triumvirs,
to reward their veterans, but retained means
enough to proceed to Rome for education
and to make poetry the business of his life.
He won the favour of Maecenas, to whom he
dedicated a book of his poems, and even
ingratiated himself with Augustus, whose
achievements he duly celebrated. But the
central figure of his inspiration was his
mistress Cynthia. Properties left Rome
apparently only once, on a visit to Athens.
Of his poerns only the first book, devoted to
Cynthia, was published during his lifetime;
certainly the last of the four was given to the
light by his friends. Later criticism shows
increasing admiration for his native force,
his eye for dramatic situation, and his power
over the reader's sympathies. But he is often
rough to harshness and obscure from defect
of finish. There are texts by Postgate,
Phillimore, Richmond (1928), Butler and
Barber (1933). There are translations by
Cranstoun (1875), Phillimore (1906) and
Butler (1913).

PROSPER  OF AQUTTAINE  (fl.  early 5th

cent. A.D.), the champion of Augustinian
doctrine against the Semi-Pelagians, born in
Aquitaine, was a prominent theologian in
southern Gaul jn 428-434, and then settled
in Rome. Besides letters, Responsiones and
pamphlets on grace and freewill, he wrote a
chronicle, coming down to 455, a hexameter
poem against the Pelagians, and a Liber
Sententlarum compiled from Augustine.
PROTAGORAS, -tag'- (c. 485-411 B.C.), the
earliest Greek sophist, born at Abdera,
taught in Athens, Sicily, &c. a system of
practical wisdom fitted to train men for
citizens* duties, and based on the doctrine
that ' man is the measure of all things '. All
his works are lost except a fragment of his
On the Gods. He perished at sea.
PROTHERO.   See ERNLE.
PROTOGENES, -toj'e-neez (fl. late 4th cent.
B.C.), Greek painter, was born at Caunus in
Caria, and practised his art at Rhodes, where
he worked steadily on through the din of the
siege of 305-304 B.C.
PROUOHON, Pierre Joseph, proo-do (1809-
1865), French socialist, born at Besancon,
contrived as a compositor to complete and
extend his education. He became partner
(1837) in the development of a new typo-
graphical process, contributed to an edition
of the Bible notes on the Hebrew language,
and in 1838 published an Essai de grammaire
generale. He subsequently contributed to an
Encyclopedic catholiqite. In 1840 he issued
Qifest-ce que la proprietd? affirming the bold
paradox ' Property is Theft', as appropriating
the labour of others in the form of rent. In
1842 he was tried for his revolutionary
opinions, but acquitted. In 1846 he published
his greatest work, the Systeme des contra-
dictions economiques. During the Revolution
of 1848 he was elected for the Seine depart-
ment, and published several newspapers
advocating the most advanced theories. He
attempted also to establish a bank which
should pave the way for a socialist trans-
formation by giving gratuitous credit, but
failed utterly. The violence of his utterances
at last resulted in a sentence of three years'
imprisonment, and in March 1849 he fled to
Geneva, but returned to Paris in June and
gave himself up. While in prison he married
a young working-woman, and published
Confessions d'un revolutionnaire (1849),
Actes de la Revolution (1849), Cratuitl du
credit (1850) and La Revolution sociale
demontree par^ le coup d'efaf (1852). In June
1852 he was liberated, but in 1858 was again
condemned to three years' imprisonment, and
retired to Belgium. Amnestied in 1860, he
died near Paris. A forerunner of Marx, his
theories emphasized liberty, equality and
justice, and one of his main themes was that
as man becomes morally mature the artificial
restrictions of law and government can be
dispensed with. His complete works fill
37 vols. (1867 et seq.}', his correspondence,
14 vois. (1874). See Lives by Sainte-Beuve
(1872) and Woodcock (1956); and A. Gray,
The Socialist Tradition (1946).
PROUST, proost, (1) Joseph Louis (1754-
1826), French chemist, born at Angers, was
director of the royal laboratory in Madrid
(1789-1808). He returned to France after